SCOA BULLETIN  	        	JUNE 2016


This bulletin provides a brief summary of current SCOA issues, including those items discussed at the recent AGM and Committee meeting.

SCOA AGM held on 2 June.
The Treasurer will now manage both the Association accounts and that of the Junior Squad. 
SCOA club membership fees and event levies will continue at the current rates. 
The committee remains the same with one exception: Jerry Newcombe has stood down after serving 11 years as Treasurer, (plus on and off since 1973! – very many thanks Jerry), so we have a vacancy on the committee. 
TVOC was congratulated on being awarded Club of the Year by British Orienteering for their work with newcomers and club members alike.

SCOA TREASURER
We have a vacancy on the SCOA committee for a Treasurer. This is an important and quite interesting, but not especially onerous position. Our first attempt to ask for a volunteer to replace Jerry has drawn a blank.  SCOA cannot function effectively without a Treasurer.  So please think hard if you would be willing to take on the role.  If so, please contact the chairman chairman@scoa-orienteering.org.uk . The job description is on the SCOA website http://www.scoa-orienteering.org.uk/content/scoa-treasurer-job-description

JK 2019
A multi-day event the size of the JK has to be planned many years in advance. SCOA is hosting this major event in 2019. Right now we need to identify an Event Co-ordinator to oversee arrangements across the weekend, most of which are delegated. This is a crucial role for the success of the JK, and we need to fill it soon.  So please think long and hard as to whether you have the skills and the willingness to take it on.  Please contact the chairman for details chairman@scoa-orienteering.org.uk

Subject to landowner permissions, the current proposal is that the events are as follows: 
Sprint	    Fri 19 Apr		Rutherford Appleton Laboratories, Harwell
Middle   Sat 20 Apr		Windmill Hill (reserve area Minley)
Long	    Sun 21 Apr	Cold Ash
Relay	    Mon 22 Apr	Bradenham Woods

SCOA JUNIOR SQUAD
Some of our juniors have a very busy and challenging summer ahead. Congratulations to current member Fiona Bunn (TVOC) and former member Dane Blomquist (BAOC) on their selection for the GB team at the Junior World Orienteering Championships in Switzerland. Tim Morgan (SOC) has been selected as reserve. Fiona will also be representing GB at the Junior European Cup in Scotland and has been selected to attend the JWOC2017 GB camp in Finland this summer.

Bethany Kippin (TVOC), David Bunn (TVOC) and Thomas Howell (SN) have also been selected to attend the Junior Regional summer training camp in Scotland, with Fiona selected for the Stromstad summer training camp in Sweden.

Finally, David Bunn has been selected to attend the GB Talent Camp in Wales in July.

BADO are to be congratulated on recently working with the juniors to stage an event, planned and (mostly) organised and run by the juniors, with the squad earning the event surplus of over £500 to go towards their costs of accommodation, travel and equipment. SCOA also supports the squad with grants to help outstanding athletes attend international events and training camps.

SCOA LEAGUE –and the WINNERS are.......
By the time you read this, the final SCOA League event will have taken place and we will know the overall winners. After 9 of the 10 events, some scores were nail-bitingly close. Check out the SCOA website http://www.scoa-orienteering.org.uk/scoa-league for the final results. Trophies will be presented at one of the next League events, to be decided.
The new season will begin on Sun 30 Oct with a BADO event on Greenham Common. 

The SCOA Champs will take place at the SN level B event on 11 December at Long Valley.

Incidentally, this year's Southern Champs are being held in SCOA territory, at SOC's November Classic on 6 November, on a particularly varied and challenging area of the New Forest.

SUPPORTING VOLUNTEERS
To maintain event standards and meet insurance requirements, event officials (Organisers, Planners and Controllers) need to attend Event Safety and Welfare workshops before taking on those roles, ideally now but mandatory from Jan 2017. So if you are thinking of, or have already volunteered for such a role, and have yet to attend this short workshop, please let your club know and look out for forthcoming workshops around the region. 

If you are interested in developing your skills as a Planner, Organiser or Controller, let you club or Katy Stubbs, the SCOA Technical Officer know so that training courses can be arranged to meet demand. Anyone interested in Coaching should contact Liz Yeadon, the SCOA Coaching and Development Officer.

CHILD WELFARE AND PHOTOGRAPHY
The British Orienteering O Safe policy, covering child welfare and photography at events, requires certain changes to every club’s constitution and should be implemented at every event and activity. As well as being an insurance requirement, it is designed to protect youngsters. As a participant, please note that we all have a duty of care and should challenge inappropriate behaviour. If you are an event official, please make sure that the policies are implemented. If you wish to take photos at an event, please contact the organiser to make the necessary arrangements.

I wish you all a memorable summer, great friendships and a sense of achievement, especially if attending any of the multi-day events.

Best wishes

Di Smith, Chairman
SCOA pools the resources of the region’s clubs in order to provide coaching for juniors, training for officials, co-ordinate fixtures, organise our largest events, and generally to support orienteering within the region. 
